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obstinacy of the Free State Members of the Union Parliament.
The Government do not wish to offend these, their supporters.
Otherwise, removal of the racial bar means nothing to the
Government and it may not add a single Indian resident to the
Free State population. As a matter of fact, removal of the racial
bar is one of the items of existing rights. It has been separated
from other such rights because the struggle hinged, prior to!911,
only round the racial bar question.
The existing rights attacked by the new Act are, for instance,
the right of South Africa-born Indians to enter the Cape under
the now-repealed Gape Act by reason merely of their birth, the
right that existed, or was assumed to exist, of the wives of resi-
dent Indians married in South Africa according to non-Christian
rites, to be regarded as legally married; the right of Natal Indians
to absent themselves for any length of time from Natal and to
return if they were proved to be bona fide holders of certificates
of domicile. We do not touch upon minor existing rights which
may or may not have been taken away by the Act.
The £3 tax is the sorest question from many points of view.
It is a burden imposed upon a most helpless class and it is a tax
which was universally condemned during Mr. Gokhale's stay
last year in South Africa and, as Lord Ampthill most emphatically
states, "the Ministers in South Africa definitely promised
Mr. Gokhale that this £3 poll-tax should be removed and Ministers
told the Governor-General that they had given him this promise".
We hold that a promise given to Mr. Gokhale is a promise given
to the Indian community. It, therefore, becomes our sacred
duty to offer passive resistance until the tax is repealed.
Indians cannot be expected to sit still if the administration of
the existing laws is made harsher day by day. Formerly Indian
wives were admitted without fuss and without much questioning.
Now the Government have instructed Immigration Officers to
demand closest proof, and then, too, there are all kinds of quibbles
raised. Kulsambibi's case is the latest. There never has been
any justification offered for such harshness of procedure in admit-
ting Indian wives. There has been no charge brought against us
of having attempted to bring in women of questionable character
or of our women having offered any competition. Then, take the
unreasonable deposit of ^25 required from men who want to prove
their domicile as against £10 which used to be demanded before.
Visiting passes which used to be issued fairly liberally are now being
granted in a most niggardly spirit. We know of cases in which
sons have been refused permits to visit their parents and business

